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Some definitions

 Which ethimology for the word “certification”?

 From the latin: certus + facere, Doing with certainty, 
giving trust

 The certificate is a declaration released from an 
organization, or a qualified person, finalized to declare 
the existing situation or the truth of a fact, of a situation, 
of a characteristic.

 It is a declaration that could be of “third party” when is 
controlled and accredited 

 The standard can be defined by law (normative) or 
accepted voluntary (standard)
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Which kind of certification?

 Product quality

 Traceability

 System 

 Normative (ISPM 15) 
and voluntary (ISO xxx)

 Esempi => ISO 38200, 
ISO 14067, EPD, 
Ecolabel, PEFC, FSC 
… 

 Connection with ESG, 
UN SDG, EUTR, Bcorp





Certification: 30 years of collective considerations and 
actions across wide range of issues and commodities

Source: Voluntary Sustainability Standards and Market Transformation towards Sustainability. Trends and Challenges

400 Voluntary Sustainability Standards (VSS)  active across the globe



Certification= a key tool to balance the fragile equilibrium: 
Environment, Social and Economy 

• forest = FSC (1993), PEFC (1999)  
• marine = MSC (1997), ASC (2004)
• palm oil = RSPO (2004)
• soy - RTRS (2006)
• cotton - BCI (2009)
• beef – GRSB (2012)
• sugar cane - BSI (2016)





IPCC, Climate and Land report, 2019:

B.3 Reducing deforestation and forest degradation lowers GHG emissions …. By providing long-term livelihoods for communities, 
sustainable forest management can reduce the extent of forest conversion to non-forest uses (e.g., cropland or settlements). 

Sustainable forest management aimed at providing timber, fibre, biomass, non-timber resources and other
ecosystem functions and services, can lower GHG emissions and can contribute to adaptation

Source: IPCC, August 2019, climate change & Land.

FAO:
Forest certification may help bring about improvements in the working 

conditions and safety and health of forest workers, lead to improved forest 
conservation outcomes, and encourage sustainable forest use.

Source: FAO

UN SDGs Target 15.2 
By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management

of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation

globally
Source: UN SGDs indicators

Sustainable Forest Management is recognized as a key tool 



WE are part of urgent, vital and fast changing 
sustainability issues

PEFC/FSC

Three Sustainability Pillars

Circular Economy

Climate change
Biodiversity

Low Carbon Economy

Impact measurement

Zero Deforestation

Environmental protection Economic viability Social protection

Ecosystem serviceRecyclability

Competitive landscape Shareholders’ engagement

Bio-based economy

Conservation

Regeneration

Reporting

DegradationForestry plus

Legislation changes

New Technologies

Livelihoods

Health & Wellbeing

Smallholders
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Drivers are intensifying their expectations

10

Main change drivers:

• Climate change
• Governments (national and regional)
• Trade Policy 
• Civil Society (scientists, NGOs, and consumers)
• End-Users and their representative 

associations 
• ESG / Sustainable Finance
• …





UK-Central Point 
of Expertise on 
Timber 

Timber sector Market drivers

European Green 
Public Procurement



Favourable Policy Context
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EU level: voluntary certification remains an important tool 
for demonstrating sustainable practices

EU ECOLABEL:

CLIMATE 
TAXONOMY:

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY DIRECTIVE:



EU level: voluntary certification remains an important tool 
for demonstrating sustainable practices

DEFORESTATION-FREE SUPPLY CHAINS REGULATION: EUTR and Due Diligence in future 



The rapid increase of CO2 emission in the atmosphere and 
other GHG coming from human induced activities is changing

the global climate

Climate change



30%
11.2 GtCO2/yr

12%
4.8 GtCO2/yr

17.2 GtCO2/yr

46%

88%
34.4 GtCO2/yr

24%
8.8 GtCO2/yr



Global warming and «sector» responsability

Deforestation
12%

Other





Availability of the timber and premium price

Material originating in Russia and Belarus
for which a DDS was applied after March
2022, is considered conflict timber,
therefore controversial, and CANNOT BE
USED IN THE PEFC and FSC CHAIN OF
CUSTODY, neither as certified nor as
controlled sources.



The other real challenges

• Adequate quantity of supply of certified material

• Local forest supply chains

• Request of Civil society and Financial institutions

• ESG rating, UN Sustainable Development Goals

• Compensation of company impact (PES)

• …



The great revolution should be in the communication
of forest and forest based industry sector
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Forest goods and Forest services

• → Timber is the most important “Forest good” coming from forests, with 

Non Wood Forests Products less relevant in terms of economic revenues 

but not less important for their social and cultural impact on population of 

internal and mountain areas

• → Forests provide a wide range of ecosystem services. In addition to 

providing food, fuel and fiber, forests clean the air, filter water supplies, 

control floods and erosion, sustain biodiversity and genetic resources, and 

provide opportunities for recreation, education, and cultural enrichment.

• → Need to communicate forest values and socio-economical importance to 

Urban society



Forest Ecosystem Services
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Payment fo Ecosystem Services - PES
PES market in Europa

• Watersheed investment
24,6 Billion $ in 2015 

• (Bennett et al., 2017). 

Between 2,6 and 7,3 Billion $ for 
Biodiversity project in 2016 (Hamrick e 

Gallant, 2017). 
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PEFC Sustainable forests
and ToF systems

GHG quantification
(Index of sustainability)

Emission reduction, increase
fertility/biodiversity

GREEN MARKETING

Payment for ecosystem services

Credits

Acknowledgments



There is a growing interest of civil society on this topic
Europeans consider climate
change to be the single
most threatening issue the
world is facing, with 93% of
European citizens believing
that climate change is a
serious problem (Special
Eurobarometer on Climate
Change, 2021).
However, Europeans are
often incapable of
identifying the collective
activities and individual
behaviors that are worth
taking for mitigating
climate change (Thøgersen,
2021)





The PEFC-Leroy Merlin compensation project

CHEP and 
CONAD
=
Neutralised
1500 ton of 
CO2 in 
Lombardy
(2019-2021)



Project examples with Big Retailers



Adopt a forest: Findus (Nomad – Igloo)

Budget: 15.000 euro

PEFC certified forest area: 3.000 
hectares



Carte d’or 
(Algida) and 
Rocca di Papa 
Municipality

Budget: 15.000 euro

PEFC certified forest
area: 1.400 hectares

New furniture for a 
picnic area in the 
certified forest



The danger behind these activities …



“Measure, Avoid, Reduce and Compensate“ approach

• A summary table of the multiple mitigation hierarchies with interpretation of horizontal 
equivalencies. These are examples for further elaboration as pathways to action on climate and 
nature become more clear for non-state actors.



MAKING SENSE OF THE ALPHABET SOUP OF ESG THIRD PARTIES

Source: www.sasb.org



• ENVIRONMENTAL criteria a company considers when 
managing risks related to material (relevant) 
environmental issues.

• SOCIAL criteria a company considers when managing 
relationships with employees, suppliers, customers, and 
the communities where it operates.

• GOVERNANCE criteria around how leadership at the 
company views and manages ESG issues, as well as 
considers corporate governance issues like board 
composition, executive pay, and key policies on ethical 
conduct.

WHAT IS ESG?





ESG - CORPORATIONS AND INVESTORS
The acronym E,S,G (environmental, social, governance) has taken on several 
definitions/interpretations:

CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY
An approach to business in which 
the management of material ESG 
issues is integrated into the core 
business strategy of an 
organization with the aim to 
create long-term stakeholder 
value.

INVESTOR-ORIENTED
The consideration of ESG factors 
alongside financial factors in the 
investment decision-making process 
with the aim to increase the return 
on investment.

WHAT IS GOOD FOR BUSINESS
WHAT IS GOOD FOR 

RETURN ON INVESTMENT



RECOGNIZES 
SFI AND PEFC IN 

STANDARD

CERTIFICATION CAN 
HELP MEET 

DISCLOSURES

MORE OUTREACH 
NEEDED WITH NON-

TRANSPARENT RATERS



How to communicate your values to finance world

PALM is a pallet company that is already involved in ESG «world»



PEFC Recyled = PEFC Certified material 

coming from sustainable forests





PEFC Procurement claim – Pilot project

• PEFC Netherlands together with the European Pallet and 
Wooden Packaging Federation (FEFPEB) and DSM.

• Provide insight in how much certified material actually flows 
through the PEFC CoC certified company.

• Assess the current sourcing percentage and creating an 
incentive to even do better. 



PEFC Procurement claim 

What is a PEFC Procurement claim?

“A claim indicating the percentage of all procured PEFC certified material of 
an organization that has been verified according to the requirements of this 
technical document by an external certification body notified by PEFC 
International or a PEFC authorized body.“

“Company XXXX has procured a % of PEFC 
certified forest and tree-based material".





THANK YOU!
Contact: info@pefc.it

More info: www.pefc.it


