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KEY COMMITTEES AND THEIR CHAIRS

Environment Agriculture ITRE

Antonio Decaro Veronika Vrecionová Borys Budka 
Italy – S&D Czech - ECR Poland - EPP
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“Europe faces a housing crisis, with people of 
all ages and families of all sizes affected. 
Prices and rents are soaring. People are 
struggling to find affordable homes. This is 
why, for the first time, I will appoint a 
Commissioner with direct responsibility for 
housing”.

Ursula von der Leyen
EU Commission President

July 2024
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New UK government to build 1.5 million homes
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New Commission = new language

OUT

‘New green jobs’

‘Tackle climate change’

IN

‘Decarbonisation as a source of growth’

‘Clean, just and competitive transition’
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Context
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THIS IS THE PROBLEM

THIS IS ALSO THE OPPORTUNITY
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Context cont.

• Positive - following Paris the Net Zero 2050 target
• Positive - there will be a new 2040 sub target of 90% 
• Positive - renovation target 1.9 million buildings
• Positive - lower carbon footprint for new buildings
• Positive - continuation of the New European Bauhaus

• Problem - European Deforestation Regulation
• Problem - ‘Keep the trees in the forest’ voices

• Challenge - ‘Is there enough sustainable wood?’
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Context cont.

• Positive - continuation of the New European Bauhaus
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Context cont.

• Problem - European Deforestation Regulation (EUDR)
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Context cont.

• Problem – ‘Keep the trees in the forest’ voices
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Context cont.

• Challenge – ‘Is there enough sustainable wood?’

Yes, but it is a long explanation!

Deep breath …
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• Closer to the Net Annual Increment
• Plant more forests
• Russia, Belarus & Ukraine
• Grow trees on farms – agroforestry
• Reduce demolition
• Use empty buildings
• Optimise every log
• Deploy material efficiency
• Recycle more wood
• Increase opportunities to up-cycle
• Build on top – ‘Optoppen’
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WHICH IS THE BIGGER FUTURE MARKET FOR WOOD?
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OPPORTUNITY:
STORED CARBON
MONETIZATION
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Conclusion:

• Sequestration

• Substitution 

• Storage
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