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1. PPWR Update

a. FEFPEB Position on Producer Responsibility and Eco-Modulation under the
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)

This statement (click here) was sent to the European Commission and their consultants of
Ramboll Germany.

Dr Wolfgang Trunk (DG ENV) responded, referring to the Guidance Document and the FAQ see
homepage Packaging waste - Environment - European Commission as it concerns point 1 of the
statement.

Dr Trunk reassured that the other 2 points will feed the preparatory implementation works,
notably the delegated Act as referred to Article 6 sub 4 of the EUDR.

b. Outcome European council / Environmental Council discussion on implementation
PPWR / 25 June 2026

This discussion was led by the Czech Republic and Romania, supported by several Member
States.

Unlike general expectations, there was no call for postponement of the implementation of the
regulation. MS repeatedly emphasized the need for clarity on several provisions.

The common message from nearly all interventions was that the regulation’s environmental
objectives are broadly supported, but its practical application is still too unclear and too close
to the 12 August start date. Speakers repeatedly warned that businesses—especially SMEs—
face legal uncertainty, high compliance costs, and the risk of fragmented national
implementation if the Commission does not quickly finalize and clarify the remaining
secondary legislation and guidance. Several delegations raised specific issues, including
labelling, recyclability, PFAS requirements, reuse targets, Annex V restrictions, and online
platform obligations.

In response, Commissioner Roswall said the regulation is intended to strengthen
the single market by replacing 27 national regimes, acknowledged the need for
practical clarifications, and committed to continued stakeholder engagement,
regular FAQ updates, and further guidance, while noting that some derogations
must be initiated by Member States themselves.

In France a postponement of B2B packaging EPR is announced by the French Government,
details on period of postponed to be expected in the short term.

(Thanks to DGA)

2. EUDR update

JOINT STATEMENT EUDR: Urgent Action Needed to Preserve EU Competitiveness and
Supply Chains

Call for action / targeted amendment to the Permanent Representations of the Members to the
EU (in Brussels).

The letter (click here) highlights that significant concerns and implementation challenges
related to the EUDR remain unresolved and continue to create uncertainty for operators across
the affected value chains.

Please not that this is a coalition letter rather than a sector-specific position and the text
reflects messages that all participating sectors support.

A joint coalition message is likely to carry greater political weight and have a stronger impact
than individual sectoral statements.

The letter also reiterates the importance of formally recognising existing, robust sustainability
certification schemes as corroborating evidence within operators’ risk assessment and risk
mitigation processes

Follow up

The signatories of the coalition did meet on 29 June 2026 for a closed-door exchange of
views with several members of the Permanent Representations on the
implementation of the EUDR.

The objective of the meeting was to facilitate a constructive bilateral exchange with Member
States and to discuss the remaining practical challenges related to the implementation of the
EUDR.

As a reminder, the meeting was held under the Chatham House Rule. Consequently, the
summary below does not attribute any comments or views to individual participants or Member
States.

In terms of participation, the meeting was well attended, with representatives from 10
Member States: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Poland,
Romania and Slovenia.

Overall, the discussion highlighted the following points:

e Member States broadly acknowledge that differences in the interpretation and
implementation of the EUDR are likely to emerge across the EU. This was generally
regarded as an unavoidable consequence of the Regulation's implementation.

¢ One Member State indicated that it intends to adopt a pragmatic approach during the
initial implementation phase by introducing a form of "grace period". During this period,
the focus would be on supporting companies in achieving compliance rather than on
imposing sanctions.

e Overall, there was no willingness among the participating Member States to advocate for
reopening the EUDR. The prevailing view was that reopening the Regulation at this stage
could create additional legal uncertainty and would likely lead to further complexity
rather than simplification. Several participants expressed the opinion that, if the
Regulation were ever to be reopened, a recast would be preferable to targeted
amendments, as new changes could generate even greater uncertainty for both
authorities and economic operators.

e Several Member States acknowledged that the simplification package adopted by the
European Commission at the end of last year has significantly reduced the administrative
burden for EU operators. As a consequence, the current implementation framework
places EU companies in a comparatively more favourable position than operators
established in third countries.

¢ [t was also noted that, from a political perspective, the only external stakeholder with
sufficient influence to potentially trigger discussions on reopening the Regulation would
be the United States. However, such a scenario is unlikely at present, given the current
fragility of EU-US relations and the limited appetite for opening a new bilateral discussion
on this file.

Overall, the discussion confirmed that Member States are now primarily focused on ensuring
the effective implementation of the Regulation rather than revisiting its legal framework.

(Thanks to CEI Bois)
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3. 73rd FEFPEB congress 30 September - 2 October 2026 / Bastad
(Sweden)

With three months to go the enthusiasm to join your industry colleagues in Sweden is clear
with registrations and sponsorship support accelerating.

Click here for the congress website for all information and take care of your registration and
hotel accommodation asap!

4. FEFPEB press release

On 19 June 2026 a press release (click here) was launched via LinkedIn and FEFPEB website,
dedicated to the FEFPEB future plans, feedback of the FEFPEB spring meeting 2026 and a look
at the FEFPEB congress in Sweden.

5. Press release CEIl Bois

The CEI-Bois General Assembly took place on 11 June 2026 in Berlin
The EU woodworking industries call for competitiveness, sustainable housing and a stronger
bioeconomy (click here)

Best regards,

Fons Ceelaert
Secretary general

FEFPEB

P.O. Box 4076
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